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Watershed Management Group develops and implements community‐based 
solutions to ensure the long‐term prosperity of people and health of the 

environment. We provide people with the knowledge, skills, and resources for 
sustainable livelihoods.



What is Greywater?
• From the shower, hand sinks, and laundry 

(and sometimes the kitchen sink).
• Reused for beneficial purposes. 
• It does not include toilet water (blackwater) or dishwashing 

machine water.

Source: www.clallam.net
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Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) 
Guidelines

Self‐permitting Process:
• Be used on‐site only
• Residential use
• Irrigation use only
• Graywater flow < 400 gallons per day
• Follow 13 best management practices

www.azdeq.gov/environ/water/permits/download/graybro.pdf
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General Precautions
• No bleach
• No soaps with salts
• No clothes soiled with bodily fluids
• Avoid over‐saturating soil
You can drown plants
Promote anaerobic soil with unpleasant smells

• Avoid human or animal contact with 
graywater – due to higher bacterial content



Products/Items to AVOID
www.harvestingrainwater.com/greywater‐harvesting/
ecologycenter.org/factsheets/greywater‐cleaning‐products.html

• chlorine or bleach
• Peroxygen
• Salts (sodium)
• sodium perborate
• sodium trypochlorite
• Sodium lauryl sulfate
• boron
• borax

• petroleum distillate
• alkylbenzene
• ”whiteners”
• ”softeners”
• ”enzymatic” components



Photo courtesy of Art Ludwig
www.OasisDesign.net
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What can you NOT do with greywater?



Plant & Mulch!



Your typical Supply

• Top loading = ~30‐40 gallons/load
• Front loading = ~15‐20 gallons/load

• Front, 3loads/wk = ~2,800 gallons per year
 Irrigate 1 mature dwarf citrus or 2 pomegranates or 2 figs

• Front, 5loads/wk = ~4,700 gallons per year
 Irrigate Citrus + Pomegranate or …



How much Greywater do you produce?

Average Annual Use:

Laundry: ___gal/use * ___ uses/week * 52 weeks

Shower: ___gal/min * ____ min * ___ persons * 350 days



Size basins
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Create a Water Budget
Use as supplement irrigation demand for your tree

– Greywater: excess production in cool season; deficit in 
warm season

– Make up remaining warm season demand with stored 
rainwater, AC condensate, Evaporative cooler bleed‐
off

• Citrus = 3000‐5000gallons/yr (dwarf to standard)
• Pomegranate = 3000 gallons/yr
• Fig = 3000 – 4000 gallons/yr
• Mesquite = 3000 – 5000 gallons/yr
• Grape = 1500 – 3000 gallons/yr



Greywater = 3000gallons/yr
Citrus Demand = 3000gallons/yr

Greywater = 3000gallons/yr
Rainfall = 500 square feet roof

Citrus Demand = 3000gallons/yr



…and during the winter months



www.OasisDesign.net
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3‐way Jandy Valve

To sewer

To landscape

P‐trap (vent – not shown)

Flow splitter

Infiltration chamber
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Laundry

Split 1 (50% flow)

Split 2 (25% flow)

Split 2 (25% flow)



MULCH!!



INSIDE OUTSIDE











How to Apply

• Complete the greywater rebate application form.

• Attach the itemized receipt(s) for the qualifying materials and 
labor costs.

• Send your completed application to Tucson Water!



Get Involved & Learn More with WMG
WMG Co‐op ‐ simply sign up: watershedmg.org/co‐op/tucson

WMG’s Tucson Events Calendar:  watershedmg.org/calendar‐tucson





Consultations tailored to identify opportunities and help you take 
that next step towards water sustainability!



Do it yourself and save $$!
Composting Toilets

• Sat, Nov 14th, 9am – 3pm
• $755 cost includes 

assembled kit and training

Laundry‐to‐Landscape 
(L2L) Greywater

• Sat, Dec 5th, 9am – 12pm
• $150 cost includes assembled 

kit and training ($25 discount 
for Co‐op members)



Basic Distribution Kit

Master Distribution Kit

Diversion




