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SUBJECT: GREEN STREETS

A. DEFINITIONS:

1. Basin: The area footprint which identifies the total area of detained or retained runoff.
2. Bottom of Basin: The flat area of the basin or the basin area minus the side slopes.

3. Green Infrastructure: Landscape and engineering features that utilize soils and vegetation
to manage stormwater for multiple environmental and community benefits. These features,
as described in Pima County and City of Tucson Guidance Manual for Low Impact
Development and Green Infrastructure (in process), include but are not limited to, curb
scuppers, curb depressions, core drills, water harvesting basins, swales, bio-retention basins,
berms, check dams, infiltration trenches, and active water harvesting/storage systems.

4. Green Streets: Roadways that incorporate the use of Green Infrastructure.
5. Mature Tree Canopy: The estimated diameter of leafy vegetation of a given tree.

6. Project Manager: The City of Tucson, Department of Transportation individual who is
appointed to oversee the project.

7. Shrub, Grass and Groundcover Requirement: A minimum 25% recommended vegetative
coverage of the bottom of basin area.

8. Tree Canopy Area: The area that can be planted with trees without sight visibility or utility
conflicts. The shade for each tree shall be calculated at an average of 18’ mature diameter in
order to provide the recommended minimum 25% coverage of the tree shade area.

B. INTENT:

The intent of these guidelines is to require the incorporation of green infrastructure features into
Tucson roadways wherever possible. The costs and benefits of green infrastructure shall be
evaluated and determined for all new projects and shall be included within the project budget.
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