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Proceeds support WMG’s Green-Living Co-op program.



FAQs
How does it work? 
This is a self-paced tour, so you can visit the sites in any order 
between 10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, October 17th. 
Choose the sites with your favorite features or try to visit them 
all—it’s up to you! Explore each site for as little or as long as 
you’d like (within reason). Some of the houses may have pets. 
To avoid conflict please do not bring pets along on the tour.

How will I know I’m in the right place?
All the sites on this tour will post a sign reading: “Watershed 
Management Group Homescape Harvest Tour site”, so you’ll 
know you are in the right place.

What do I need to bring?
You don’t need to show a ticket—but you will be asked to 
sign in at each site. Prepare to be outside: Bring water and a 
hat and wear sunscreen. 

Some sites will offer light snacks, but you can plan your 
lunchtime stop at WMG’s Living Lab to enjoy fresh eats 
from Veg in a Box food truck under the shade of our patio. 

Take in the Tour sites by bike – see 
page 23

Homescape Harvest Tour Logistics

1137 N Dodge Blvd
Tucson, AZ 85716
watershedmg.org

Watershed Management Group develops and implements 
community-based solutions to ensure the long-term 
prosperity of people and health of the environment. We 
provide people with the knowledge, skills, and resources for 
sustainable livelihoods.

FUEL UP ON TASTY TREATS  
AT THE LIVING LAB

Are you a solar, green infrastructure,  
or food fanatic? 
We’ve highlighted these sites on separate 
maps to help you shape your tour route. 

The future looks bright at sites that harvest the sun. 
See our solar sites on page 6. 

Searching for shade on our streets? Find all the sites 
harvesting stormwater on page 15.

If you love a tasty harvest, check out the food lovers 
sites highlighted on page 19.

Stop by the Living Lab for Lunch  
Refuel at the Veg in a Box 
food truck and take a 
break in the shade from 
11:30 - 1:30!

Start your Tour at the Living Lab 
Peddler on the Path will 
be serving fresh coffee 
and espresso drinks 
from 9:30 - 11:30!
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NorthHomescape Harvest Tour Logistics
1. Mark
6741 N Avenida de las Palazas  
No bus service
This environmentally-friendly estate in the foothills 
gets 100% of its power from the sun. Water 
harvesting is put to use to establish native trees 
and flowering plants, creating a lush and vibrant 
landscape. Mark says, “The entire WMG crew has 
provided the expertise and experience to make 
such a major project [transforming their foothills 
estate into a sustainable Eden] fun and enjoyable.”

Features: Greywater, Rain gardens, Lawn 
replacement with native plants, Street-side 
stormwater harvesting, Solar water heaters, 
PV solar system, Native trees and habitat

1137 N Dodge Blvd
Tucson, AZ 85716
watershedmg.org

2. Bill & Betsy
2470 La Cresta Rd 
No bus service 
Bill and Betsy have been installing water-harvesting 
systems over the last three years at their home 
just north of Tucson and love to show it off to the 
public. The rain gardens and laundry-to-landscape 
greywater system installed by WMG is just a part of it. 
Solar and other DIY projects have transformed their 
home into something the neighbors talk about. Bill 
says, “Many of the ideas we have implemented have 
come from our experiences at other WMG Co-op 
workshops. Now our yard is a great place to enjoy a 
cup of coffee while reading the morning paper!”  

Features: Rain tank, Rain gardens, Laundry-to-
landscape greywater, PV solar system, Native trees, 
Pollinator-friendly plants
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West
3. David
3112 W Avenida Cresta 
Bus Route 20 (~1 mile to nearest stop)  
This west side home of a long-time WMG supporter and 
Co-op member is a showcase of sustainable desert living. 
With projects installed through WMG’s Water Harvesting 
Certification Course and Co-op, a number of DIY projects, 
and extensive solar energy, this site has it all (or almost, 
anyway). The homeowner’s “favorite element (and activity) is 
the outdoor shower.” In addition to all the water-harvesting 
features, tour participants can learn about generating 
electricity from the sun and tons of other energy-saving home 
improvements. Get to this site early and you’ll be treated to the 
famous solar oven chocolate chip cookies.

Features: Steel culvert cisterns, Rain gardens,  Laundry-to-landscape greywater, Kitchen 
resource drain greywater, Outdoor shower, Organic food gardens, Compost, Native plants 
and habitat, Stone retaining walls for erosion control, PV solar system, Solar oven

4. Kate
5202 W Calle Montuoso • No bus service
With solar systems and water harvesting installed by Technicians for 
Sustainability, this homeowner has reduced her water and carbon footprints! 
Organic gardens thrive on the abundance of collected rainwater at this west 
side home. Kate says, “I just love that I have created a little sustainable oasis, 
inside and outside, with the help of TFS.”

Features: Solar system, Solar hot water, Rain gardens, 10,000-gallon cistern, 
Rain tanks, Organic food gardens, Chicken coop

5. Manzo Elementary
855 N Melrose Ave 
Bus Route 5, 22 
Manzo Elementary is a perennial favorite on the tour! This small school 
in the Tucson Unified School District serving Barrio Hollywood just west 
of downtown, represents a paradigm shift in the traditional schoolyard. 
High water use landscaping has been replaced with low water use 
native habitat and intensive food production. Watershed Management 
Group worked with 3rd graders at Manzo in 2009 to create native 
wildlife habitat and install two large rainwater cisterns, and they have 
been building on that ever since to create a rich hands-on learning 
environment for their students.  

Features: Steel culvert cisterns, Ferro cement rain jar, Plastic rain tanks, 
Extensive rain gardens, Fruit trees, Large food-producing gardens 
including a greenhouse w/solar exhaust fan and 600-gallon aquaponic 
system, Chicken coop with laying hens, Desert tortoise habitat
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Solar Sites

Sign up to view the maps! 
watershedmg.org/hht2015
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QUALITY RAINWATER 
MANAGEMENT 

 

Do you know where your water is going? 
 

DESIGN 
 

INSTALLATION 
 

CISTERNS 
CONSULTATION 
 

EARTH 
WORKS 

 
 

 

520-369-2376 
P.O. BOX 41146 | TUCSON, AZ 85717 |WWW.ETHOSRAINWATER.COM| 
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Central

6. Peter & Terese
4951 E Hawthorne St 
Bus Route 4, 34
This home is well on its way to sustainability 
with 100% solar electricity, happy chickens in 
a backyard coop, and a 1,400-gallon rainwater 
cistern that collects water from the metal 
roof to support native trees and plants in an 
inviting courtyard. Come see this peaceful and 
inviting landscape with features installed by 
our tour partners, Ethos and TFS.

Features: Steel culvert cistern with metal 
roof and gutters, Earthworks, Native trees and 
plants, Chicken coop, PV solar system

7. Watershed Management Group  
Living Lab and Learning Center
1137 N Dodge Blvd 
Bus Route 4, 11
WMG’s Living Lab and Learning Center is the 
cream of the crop! WMG staff will be giving tours 
so you can learn about all the systems in detail. 
Breaking news: the Living Lab is now water self-
sufficient. That’s right, we now have rainwater on 
tap and meet all our water needs with rainwater. 
WMG’s educational center is also our office 
headquarters—14 staff are on campus regularly, 
using the composting toilet, outdoor shower, and 
solar oven. This office beats the pants off LEED 
standards! Bring the kids to enjoy the Raindrop 
Retreat, a children’s playhouse featuring a rain 
tank, play kitchen with greywater, and sandbox for 
the kids to experience. 

We’ll have a food truck at the Living Lab from 
11:00 to 1:30—so come enjoy lunch in our 
gardens.

Features: Rain gardens, Street-side stormwater 
harvesting, Steel culvert tanks, 10,000-gallon 
underground cement tank, Greywater-fed mini 
orchard and Sonoran food forest, Compost toilet 
and urinal, PV solar system, Outdoor shower w/
solar hot water, Solar oven, Native trees and edibles
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8. Palo Verde Neighborhood 
Pocket Park
3345 E Willard St 
Bus Route 4, 5
Palo Verde Neighborhood used a grant from Conserve 
to Enhance to restore and enhance a disused one-acre 
Tucson Water well site. The rain gardens on site help to 
reduce flooding and drainage issues on neighborhood 
streets and nearby residences. Through participation in 
the C2E program, this barren, weed infested and asphalt 
covered lot was transformed into a neighborhood 
gem. Watershed Management Group was hired to lead 
workshops with neighborhood volunteers to install all 
the water-harvesting features on site. 

Features: Neighborhood 
parklet, Rain gardens, Native 
trees, Pollinator-friendly plants, 
Urban bird habitat

Central
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9. Danielle & Louis
3416 E Waverly St 
Bus Route 5, 9, 17
It’s been 3 ½ years since these homeowners got started, and this 
home is well on its way to meeting the homeowners’ sustainability 
goals, thanks in part to solar installed by Technicians for 
Sustainability. Utilizing even the pool overflow, all the landscaping 
and gardens are 100% irrigated by rain and greywater! Danielle 
says, “It is so rewarding in the morning when I make our little girl an 
omelet consisting of eggs and veggies grown on site and watered 
exclusively by rainwater.”

Features: Rain gardens, Salt-tolerant plant basin for pool overflow, 
Greywater, Four cisterns, Chicken coop, Fruit trees, Raised bed food 
garden and edible landscapes, PV solar system, Earthworm bin, 
Outdoor shower

10. Catlow & Lisa
3313 E Monte Vista Dr, Tucson, AZ 
Bus Route 1, 11
Come meet WMG’s founders, Lisa and Catlow Shipek, and learn how 
they walk the talk at home. They are developing a Sonoran food 
forest with renewable water sources—a tall order in a yard with poor 
clay soil. They are constantly improving their soil with compost from 
the chicken coop, humanure from their composting toilet, and a 
urine diversion system that provides nitrogen to fruit trees. Plants 
are irrigated through a rain garden landscape, four rain tanks, and 
a variety of greywater systems—including a kitchen resource drain. 
Of all their features, their favorite is the solar-heated outdoor shower 
next to a large Meyer lemon tree. 

New this year: The Shipeks remodeled their bedroom and added an 
off-the-water-grid half bathroom including a custom-built indoor 
composting toilet and simple sink design.

Features: Rain gardens, Food production, Ferro-cement cistern, 
Mulched driveway, Outdoor shower, Indoor & outdoor composting 
toilets, Kitchen resource drain greywater, Laundry greywater, Chicken 
coop, Compost, Fruit trees, Native trees, Pollinator-friendly plants

Central

Poo to Peaches, WMG’s children’s composting toilet book, 
is now available! Pick up your copy at the Shipek’s house for 
$10 and have it signed by the illustrator, Kim Afinowich.

Buy the book! Meet the illustrator!
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Central

11. Sue
2918 E Florence Dr 
Bus Route 1, 17
This beautiful 
midtown home 
features solar and 
water-harvesting 
systems installed 
by tour partners, 
TFS and Ethos. With 
native plant and 
food gardens, an 
outdoor shower, 
100% solar power, 
and a variety of 
rain and greywater 
harvesting systems, 
there is a lot going 
on here. 

Features: Steel 
culvert cisterns, 
Rain chain, Laundry 
greywater system 
with infiltration chamber, Rain gardens, Native 
trees and plants, Fruit trees, Outdoor shower, 
Veggie gardens, PV solar system

12. Maureen
3470 N Olsen Ave, Tucson, AZ • Bus Route 1, 15
When this midtown homeowner moved in a few 
years ago, she was astounded by the amount of 
water flowing down the street after even a small 
rain and wanted to capture some of it for herself! 
But she didn’t stop with the water in her street—
she added earthworks in her yard and greywater to 
the mix too. Maureen says, “I found working with 
the Co-op great. They are a very bright, energetic 
and committed group of individuals. I will definitely 
work with them again, and continue to refer them 
to people who (hard to believe) have not heard of 
their great works.”  With WMG’s Co-op and rebates 
from Tucson Water she was able to complete 
projects that might have been put off until later 
and looks forward to adding a rain tank soon.

Features: Rain gardens, Street-side stormwater 
harvesting w/curb cores, Laundry greywater, 
Native trees

 

 

 

At Civano Nursery We Know Plants! 
5301 S. Houghton Rd   Tel:  520-546-9200  www.civanonursery.com 

 

 

 

 
We Design, Deliver & Plant 

 

Using Water Wisely In Gardens … 
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North of W Ina Rd, 
West of N La Cholla Blvd

Sign up to view the maps! 
watershedmg.org/hht2015
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North p 3

Central p 8-17

West p 5

South p 18-21

N

Sign up to view the maps! 
watershedmg.org/hht2015
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14. Kieran & Corin
1240 E Allen Rd • Bus Route 15
This WMG staff member and his wife love to show off their 
central Tucson residence and share what is possible after 
just a few years of water harvesting. Kieran says, “I love all 
the free street runoff we harvest to create shade to cool 
our home and provide lovely native habitat and food for 
insects, animals, and people!” So stop by to be amazed 
at the power of mulch to transform a barren Tucson yard 
into a water sponge. This year you can check out a newly-
installed solar system and a composting toilet in progress!

Features: Rain tanks, Chicken coop, Compost toilet, 
Street-side stormwater harvesting, Organic driveway, 
Native plants & habitat, Rain gardens, Fruit trees, PV solar 
system, Composting toilet (in progress)

13. Liz
1951 E Greenlee Rd 
Bus Route 1, 15
Inspired by her neighbor and the projects 
she volunteered to install at other people’s 
home through the WMG Co-op, this midtown 
homeowner was excited to finally get things rolling 
at her home. Utilizing existing driveway cuts allows 
her to harvest water from the street to grow shade 
and contribute to a more walkable neighborhood 
while improving her front yard environment.

Features: Rain gardens, Street-side stormwater 
harvesting, Native trees, Pollinator-friendly plants

Central

15. Mitchell Park
1100 E Mitchell St 
Bus Route 1, 6, 20
Within 300 feet of two tributaries to Flowing Wells Wash—
Cemetery Wash and Mountain Avenue Wash—this park is 
located in a prime spot for riparian enhancement. A Conserve 
to Enhance grant was used to install curb cuts and earthen 
swales to divert stormwater from the neighborhood streets to 
enhance the wildlife habitat available. Native plantings were 
designed to encourage visits by pollinators and native species 
of insects, reptiles, and birds.

Features: Street-side stormwater 
harvesting w/curb cores, Native trees, 
Urban bird habitat, Rain gardens
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Sign up to view the maps! 
watershedmg.org/hht2015
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Central

16. Nicolas & Bonnie 
2102 N 3rd Ave 
Bus Route 20
These homeowners have worked to shape 
their 1970’s ranch-style home into a miniature 
homestead in the heart of urban Tucson. With 
features installed through WMG’s Co-op and 
a three-day, hands-on WMG training, this 
home has a lot to display. Using on-site and 
re-purposed materials has allowed them to 
transform their yard with minimal expense and 
environmental impact. Be sure to check out their 
urban oasis.

Features: Rain gardens, Ferro-cement cistern, 
Chicken coop, Solar clothes dryer, Compost, 
Swamp cooler condensate irrigation, Large 
vegetable garden, Laundry-to-landscape 
greywater

17. Jefferson Park Neighborhood 
Greenway
2050-2098 N Vine Ave   
Bus Route 1, 15, 20
The Jefferson Park Neighborhood used a Conserve to Enhance 
grant to enhance their Vine Ave Green Corridor. Now a series 
of four basins along Vine Ave, from Waverly St to Grant Rd, 
captures stormwater runoff from neighborhood streets, the 
Banner/UMC, and nearby UA properties to create a tree-lined 
corridor for people walking and biking. The project is adding 
value to properties in the neighborhood, encouraging more 
people to walk, providing habitat and sustenance for wildlife 
species, and improving the condition of nearby washes.

Don’t miss the water-harvesting demonstration site at the Ward 
3 Tucson City Council office just up the street at the corner of 
Vine and Grant!

Features: Street-side stormwater 
harvesting, Native trees, Urban bird 
habitat, Walkability enhancements
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Central

18. Ezra
1015 N 10th Ave 
Bus Route 5, 10, 19 
This home fits right into Dunbar/Spring, 
Tucson’s preeminent water-harvesting 
neighborhood. Watching the rain as 
it flows from the street to collect in 
large basins, discovering a full rain tank 
after a storm, and knowing that every 
load of laundry sustains citrus trees is 
deeply satisfying to this homeowner. 
Ezra says, “After two Co-op workshops 
at my house, my yard has significantly 
improved, and I am so thankful to WMG 
and the volunteers who made it all 
happen.””

Features: Street-side stormwater 
harvesting w/curb cuts, Rain gardens, 
Laundry-to-landscape greywater, 
Native trees, Cactus & succulent garden, 
Vegetable garden, Fruit trees, Compost, 
Rain tank, Rain barrel

Complete 
Backhoe 
Service

Residential • Commercial
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

John Litzel • Owner/Operator

(520) 730-9350
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South

19. Richard & Susan
2833 E Arroyo Chico 
Bus Route 15, 17
This home of long-time WMG Co-op members offers a 
broad array of water-harvesting features with artistic 
flare—be sure to check out the murals on the rain tanks! 
Richard says, “We love the Co-op, and we love WMG! It’s 
been a great way to learn how to capture all the rainwater 
that falls in our yard to grow shade and Vitamin C, 
increase oxygen and reduce CO2.” 

Features: Steel culvert cisterns, Rain gardens, Street-side 
stormwater harvesting, Greywater, Vegetable gardens, 
Worm & EM bokashi composting, Solar

18
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Food Lovers

South

20. Eric & Wendy
2814 E 20th St 
Bus Route 15, 17
Watershed Management Group began helping 
these homeowners transform their yard 
through multiple workshops in 2010. Now they 
invite you to see their well-established site that 
features a wide variety of water-harvesting 
features, food production, and a uniquely 
designed spiral veggie garden over a buried 
swimming pool that was unearthed during a 
WMG workshop. 

Features: Street-side stormwater harvesting 
w/curb cuts, Rain gardens, Chicken coop, 
Vegetable gardens, Laundry greywater, Fruit 
trees, Rain barrels, Steel culvert cistern

Sign up to view the maps! 
watershedmg.org/hht2015
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21. Jan & Judith
4224 E Marion Tr 
Bus Route 7, 11 
Through WMG’s Co-op and plenty of DIY projects, these 
homeowners have grown their site into a sustainable, 
pleasant, and private center for their outdoor lives. An 
inspiration to their neighbors, Jan says, “We love seeing 
what our neighbors are trying to do (and helping them do 
it!), and we love to learn from WMG.” 

Features: Steel culvert cistern, Plastic Bushman tank, 
Laundry greywater, Fruit trees, Outdoor shower, Rain gardens, 
Chickens, Veggie gardens, Bee house, Compost, Solar

22. Changemaker High School
1300 S Belvedere Ave 
Bus Route 1, 7 
This innovative high school is 
taking hands-on learning to the 
next level and looking to the future. 
Changemaker worked with WMG 
in 2014 to install water-harvesting 
landscapes and has integrated these 
practices and so many more into the 
curriculum for their students. Oscar 
Medina, the school’s environmental 
literacy teacher, says, “The partnership 
with WMG has allowed us to share 
knowledge and practice rainwater 
harvesting with our students—and 
their families.” Students and staff will 
be on hand to show you around! 

Features: Steel culvert cisterns, 
Rain gardens, Street-side stormwater 
harvesting, Greenhouse, Veggie beds, 
Kino heritage fruit trees, Native trees 
and plants, Pollinator garden, Greywater, Fruit trees, Outdoor shower, Rain 
gardens, Chickens, Veggie gardens, Bee house, Compost, Solar

South
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South
23. Susan
5981 E 26th St 
Bus Route 3, 7
This east side homeowner ordered “the works” from the 
WMG Co-op. During three workshops from 2014 – 2015, 
WMG worked to install integrated water-harvesting 
systems, including rain gardens, laundry-to-landscape 
greywater, and a chain of three plastic rain tanks. 
Now Susan’s yard provides shade and native plants to 
welcome pollinators.

Features: Rain gardens, Plastic rain tank chain, Laundry-to-
landscape greywater, Native trees, Pollinator-friendly plants

24. NPS Desert Research Center
12661 E Broadway Blvd 
No bus service
Located just east of Tucson, adjacent to Saguaro 
National Park East, the Desert Research Learning 
Center serves as a work and learning space for visiting 
researchers and local student groups. WMG’s design 
experts crafted a master landscape plan and led four 
volunteer workshops to install rain tanks and rain 
gardens to collect rainwater where it falls to support 
native plants. It’s quite a drive, but seeing the beautiful 
integration of this development with the native desert 
around it is well worth it. Don’t miss the beautifully 
constructed tinaja! Spanish for little jar, a tinaja is a 
perennial pool that provides habitat for unique plant 
and wildlife communities in the desert, including 
native fish and frogs. 

Features: Two cisterns w/combined capacity of over 
10,000 gallons, Earthworks to harvest thousands of 
gallons of rainwater, Pollinator garden, Native landscaping 
and habitat exhibit, Tinaja habitat

PRINTING & MAILING

P R E M I E R

DESIGN   •   PRINT   •   MAIL

Premier specializes in printing for businesses 
including envelopes, business cards, postcards, 
mailers, brochures, flyers, newsletters, 
carbonless forms, full color printing, and digital 
copying (black & white or color).

We can also help you contact new and current 
customers through direct mail.  Our automated 
bulk mailing service can reduce postage on your 
mailers to as low as 17¢ each plus saving you 
the time and cost of affixing labels.  We’ll even 
deliver your bulk mailing to the Post Office 
for you.

Call now for a free quote

520-322-0300
We also offer free pickup and delivery. 

4949 East 5th Street
Tucson, Arizona 85711 

Visit our website at
www.premierprintmail.com



22

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Tank's_Roll_Off_8x11.pdf   1   9/26/15   8:52 AM



23

WMG is leading cyclists on a tour to select sites this year. For a 15-mile route, 
meet at Lisa & Catlow’s house (p. 10) at 10 am.  We will stop for lunch at 
WMG’s Living Lab—bring your own or visit the food truck we’ll have on site. 
The bike route will end at Manzo Elementary on the west side. You can visit 
more sites on your own, jump on transit from there, or park a car at Manzo. 
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Join a guided bike tour! 

N

Schedule a site visit with our 
design professionals today.

Let us plan your water-harvesting, food-
growing, shade-producing  landscape.

520-396-3266  
watershedmg.org

Sign up to view the maps! 
watershedmg.org/hht2015



Sunday, November 22, 9am – 12pm,
WMG’s LIVING LAB: 1137 N Dodge Blvd

Come celebrate the delicious shade of mesquite, pomegranate, olive, and other edible 
native and desert-adapted trees. Enjoy live music, an artisan market, and educational 
presentations as you explore sustainability practices in action at WMG’s Living Lab 
and Learning Center. Bring the whole family—and come hungry for a tasty Tucson 

tradition with the Mesquite Pancake Breakfast!

You can have your�hade—and eat it too!

Edible Shade

RSVP and invite your friends at facebook.com/watershedmg/events

MESQUITE PANCAKE BREAKFAST

Thanks to our sponsors:

Skip the ticket line! Pre-pay for pancakes at watershedmg.org/pancakes


